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What ‘Barbie’ Can Teach Working-Class Men

The movie didn’t have a great night at the Oscars, but Ryan Gosling’s Ken shows how men can
find meaning as the economy shifts beneath their feet.
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Economists spend a lot of time talking about jobs. Work is not only how people support
themselves financially, it can also be the way in which they contribute to society, create
unique identities and find meaning in the world. When work disappears or shifts,
people can feel as unmoored and confused as Ken in Greta Gerwig’s Barbie, who had
one last moment in the spotlight at last night’s Academy Awards, when Ryan Gosling
performed the Oscar-nominated song “I’m Just Ken.”

Gosling lost — to his fellow Barbie nominee Billie Eilish — just as Ken is emotionally lost
in Barbieland. Ken’s identity crisis, born from the lack of a clearly defined purpose,
mirrors a narrative that has been unfolding for American working-class men for
decades. The economy has shifted beneath their feet, leaving many like Ken: struggling
with a mix of anger, hurt and confusion.

Yet another bad night for Ken. Photographer: Rich Polk/Variety



Advertisement

Before it’s here, it’s on the Bloomberg Terminal

Advertisement

https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/http://bloom.bg/dg-ws-core-bcom-m1
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/http://bloom.bg/dg-ws-core-bcom-m1
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/http://bloom.bg/dg-ws-core-bcom-m1
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/http://bloom.bg/dg-ws-core-bcom-m1
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/http://bloom.bg/dg-ws-core-bcom-m1
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/http://bloom.bg/dg-ws-core-bcom-m1


Advertisement

Home

BTV+

Market Data

Opinion

Audio

Originals

Magazine

Events

News

Markets

Economics

Technology

Politics

Green

Crypto

AI

Terms of Service Do Not Sell or Share My Personal Information Trademarks Privacy Policy

Careers Made in NYC Advertise Ad Choices Help

©2024 Bloomberg L.P. All Rights Reserved.

https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/live
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/audio
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/originals
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://subscribe.businessweek.com/pubs/BW/BWK/BWK_50_for_149.jsp?cds_page_id=266946&cds_mag_code=BWK&id=1703792422805&lsid=33621340228031432&vid=1&source=bbwhomepage
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/live-events
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/markets
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/economics
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/technology
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/politics
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/green
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/crypto
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/ai
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/tos
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/trademarks
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/privacy
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/careers/?utm_source=dotcom&utm_medium=footer
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://nytech.org/made
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloombergmedia.com/contact
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/privacy#advertisements
https://web.archive.org/web/20240421210828/https://www.bloomberg.com/help

